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verl-project/verl
[ckpt, fsdp] feat: sharded delta weight sync for the TorchTitan engine
&3 BtlE: 2026-08-21 10:15

JRSCEERE: http://prhub.com.cn/verl-project/verl/pull/7324

MTRE

« —4)3&: TorchTitan 3| Z#EASF delta RERW, mEiz®E 17.2x

- EME: EERR. = MNRITRRLAREREY: (1) ARELSIEsAERN
_StridedShard—&Z| A E| R E# block VFEMIEREE block,
compute_local_shape_and_global_offset BERE B#/E1Ri%; (2) A slot table f3E
probe-driven #2228 R lockstep gather TEy4p & —3 MR : (3) gather HEY T4k
Shard %4, BlFHM] HiER% HSDP BIAOREE, Hi#% rank £E4EHFRIE
dist.new_group BYZABINF—K, HEE verl PARFH trainer 5| ZE&E N delta @, &
PR ZARIFHISZIAEMR

TN EES BAL

delta_sharded checkpoint 3| EREN X £ THHRETE, ERIN%KIIER rank T A
SR S5KETTEE; TorchTitan SIZERRIRALESH, #%#F delta_sharded £ E
NotImplementedError, PR body FAEE#HIERPAUKE: Qwen3-8B & 32 & FSDP2 T
delta_sharded X 3.34 s ifi nccl &) %K 34.26 s (10.3x) , Qwen3-30B-A3B MoE &
FSDP2xEP8 T4 8.07 s vs 43.43 s (5.4x) . M4, RME&E EFSDP>1 EE XML,
delta B9 seed (£EFH) AHXLTE; FMEE HSDP TH mesh bug, £ HSDP miTH A
TE worker ¥3aLMN B AR T,

LI RE

1. FrELESHE AT (transformer_impl.py)

« TorchTitanEngine.get_per_tensor_param_shard() 3&/% self.module # state_dict(), &
XN E shard() K [#3Z] device — # bf16 — to_local() = BF] , & H (hf_name,
local_flat_bf16, ShardSpec) =76H; ShardSpec.from_param() i23E mesh 5
placements, FEWIRELIES2F flat L5,

« get_per_tensor_param_delta_shard() &84 verl.workers.engine.utils.hf_delta_export &
KRR K-S _delta_shard_snap BREMEFF £4, FHERAL HF LARHHER delta &8 ;
REEER S HERIFT, E rank BARFFAE LA RE,

« BRASZI E#E| BaseEngine (RESH S0 per-parameter entry builder) , iR
FSDPEngine AL EBE I ; Megatron {28 B 28 override (ZANEREREE
®=E) , veomni fR¥ _hf delta_entry, TorchTitanEngine B4 52ELIARLIE & RIEARHY



slot %

2. HF s X555 T 5K

« _to_hf_named_params() & get_per_tensor_param B # sd_adapter.to_hf() 5
Im_head.weight #EIZBEMRLEZ L%, RIISESLAFFHEEFHRARN—Z2FR
HILE — U REFFERIERE AL E seed {H,

« _expert_stack_slots() #|H sd_adapter.from_hf map MR8 fused expert stack (—
N torchtitan key XA { GAH HF #AR) , BAEFHIEARIE spec.hf_slots F
KEBNE KM HF KE, #BR to_hf() R~ HAMERFEN lockstep HEF—K.

« _hf_entry_row_slots() #32 dim-0 identity ¥4 : 1T e & fullle], FA—>K searchsorted
MERRIIREBNERKNITER, #HE probe-driven HIRFEHNERE,

3. RE# SV E (spec.py)

« F3  shard_dim(): torch 2.13 & _StridedShard 33| C++ BERF %X Shard,
p.is_shard() 2IRH|; ZREKE R FHMHE XL HEE,

« #13¢ _assert_even_strided(): 1E4 strided 1B AR TTIEALRIAH uneven cut,

« 33  shard_dims_group() BUfX _flattened_mesh_group(): &4t Shard . FEZEH b4
#Hi&E gather 4B, ¥ rank £6%% (dist.new_group BE&E&#(E, FTA rank LUAERRF
Z#4) , % HSDP T replicate E#it A\ wire %5 rank 0 89 staging 2%,

4. BRFHFERANTRE bug BE

« _assert_shard_export_supported() 5 HU FURHE BIEL PP: & stage FAFER
Mh, BHRIFE rank BIAR—EK, T/E#E R lockstep gather,

« _get_data_parallel_mesh() BXF parallel_dims.get_optional_mesh("loss") kB 1-D RF

loss mesh, &8 HSDP T get_data_parallel_rank()/get_data_parallel_group() :&%|
2-D mesh AARAY A&,

« get_per_tensor_param() (2% H) KALKEA DTensor TRHEARM full_tensor() FH
45, &8 EFSDP>1 BYZE to_hf() I/r0BE ep HA all-gather FEREFIRE L 50% X
1 bug.

5. MR, #EEXHEE

- tests/special_distributed/test_sharded_delta_gather.py ¥ & 2D/3D mesh F:
FSDPxTP (_StridedShard) . EFSDPxEP. HSDPxTP/EP. replicate & 4 B sharp case
, IS [gather AX/INET Shard £ X/NFER]

« sglang_rollout.py Xt LocalSerializedTensor 8 import 340 SGLang 0.5.16+ HIEE D X,

« docs/advance/delta_weight_sync.md 5 docs/workers/torchtitan_workers.rst E# % #
REME. RIT UL S SO M RE R o

KA

- verl/workers/engine/torchtitan/transformer_impl.py (3 JI1Z:5|%; X5 source; 3£
A core-logic; &5 _hf_entry_row_slots, to_hf _named_params, _expert_stack_slots,

_hf_delta_entry) : ZOEZIXHF: FLHEFHE delta Z9 A0, &3 HF L2355



LRI slot table, FEBEE EFSDP £% %5 HSDP mesh B/ NFIE bug

- verl/workers/engine/spec.py (123t BKE#F; EH source; A core-logic; F5
_shard_dim, _assert_even_strided, _shard_dims_group, _flattened_mesh_group) : 3
ZKRE®EE®E: shard_dim / _assert_even_strided / _shard_dims_group {&
_StridedShard & HSDP % Shard & A—% AR, ZFTA delta Ja3mhY3k R A8ER

- verl/workers/rollout/sglang_rollout/sglang_rollout.py (13t ElIF&s%; 25 source; A
compat-adjust; &5 _update_weights_delta_flush) : delta N {289 SGLang
0.5.16+ FZ import, fRiE TorchTitan 5§ SGlLang #£IFFBTIRAZ
LocalSerializedTensor i# &

. tests/special_distributed/test_sharded_delta_gather.py ({3 MREZE; HKF test; £
A test-coverage; &5 _run_case, main) : H¥E¥EEZ placement FZEH QA RMR, 3
J& TP/EP/HSDP A& R HlE gather AA/NKE, ZIIFEZMRAMIRENERZHE

« docs/advance/delta_weight_sync.md (#3k X&4; 37| docs; A documentation) :
FIFFEME. RITULEA S ST REERIE AUAR XA, BAFA TorchTitan B9 /R X #F. PP ELR
E5 HSDPxEP By _E 5 R#

« docs/workers/torchtitan_workers.rst (£ XA4; 27| docs; A documentation) :
TorchTitan 512 8E A% %R ®, F|H delta_sharded ZIFHFHATHE

X5 get_per_tensor_param_shard, get_per_tensor_param_delta_shard,
_to_hf_named_params, _expert_stack_slots, _hf_entry_row_slots,
_assert_shard_export_supported, _shard_dim, _assert_even_strided,
_shard_dims_group, derive_dtensor_placement

KPR R B
verl/workers/engine/torchtitan/transformer_impl.py

ML XA 3130 RS H Y delta Z29 A0, &I HF & X755 EKHE slot table,
Bf& 8 EFSDP 2% %5 HSDP mesh BN bug

def get_per_tensor_param_shard(self, **kwargs):
""Yield this rank's local shard "~ (hf_name, local_flat_bf16, ShardSpec)™ " instead of the full
tensor."""
self._assert_shard_export_supported()
raw = {}
for module in self.module:

raw.update(module.state_dict())

# ERERBTEARF IR slot table: to_hf() RERBAMMAENER,
# i lockstep gather ERFTA rank M YRISEHERN L HE—BE
stacks = {}
for name, param in raw.items():

slots = self._expert_stack_slots(name, param)

if slots is not None:

stacks[name] = slots

params = self._to_hf_named_params({k: v for k, v in raw.items() if k not in stacks})
device = get_device_id() # FF/& offload FELR A4 A F CPU



from ..spec import ShardSpec

def _shard(param):
# SIS HIHRB| device FBEE bf16: BRAEKET fp32 ENERBAEMMNE,
#ABEERER bf16 2K, EXRAHEERTF
p = param.to(device, non_blocking=True)
if p.is_floating_point():
p = p.to(torch.bfloat16, non_blocking=True)
local = p.to_local() if isinstance(p, DTensor) else p
return local.reshape(-1)

def gen():

# B SE % HF 2FZENFH, ShardSpec #% mesh 5§ placements,
# 32 UK derive_dtensor_placement #5 flat A Fx
for name, param in params.items():

yield name, _shard(param), ShardSpec.from_param(param)
# EFHEK: UL torchtitan R EZF A key, spec.hf_slots B3k
# BNERN HF KEZB SR, FIIRIZ slot I/HA/AZR LK delta
for name, slots in stacks.items():

spec = ShardSpec.from_param(raw[name])

spec.hf_slots = slots

yield name, _shard(raw[name]), spec

return _gen(), None

verl/workers/engine/spec.py

HEKREHFEHE: _shard_dim / _assert_even_strided / _shard_dims_group £
_StridedShard 5 HSDP % Shard #iA—% AR, ZFrAE delta j&imsd L R E AR

def _shard_dim(p) -> Optional[int]:
"R EZ placement MR KE L, FHIE|INRE None,

torch 2.13 # _StridedShard Bit3| C++ BARFBELK Shard, p.is_shard() &J&H!;
_StridedShard 5 Shard —# 2% block 18|, REZAZ|ZLIE|RF EH rank 5 block
BYIE, mAEREE block IR,
if p.is_shard():

return int(p.dim)
return int(p.dim) if type(p).__name__ =="_StridedShard" else None

def derive_dtensor_placement(spec: ShardSpec) -> tuple[int | BlockPlacement, bool,
Optional[ProcessGroup]]:
"W Z K rank B (place, contributes, gather_group) =754,

place t translate_flat_indices A A flat AFrE| 22 AL FRETBRET
contributes FRIBE|A rank (Replicate &2 4x3E 0) WU delta %5 lockstep;
gather_group JRE@HRE rank KELDF



import torch.distributed as dist
assert spec.place is None # B R place # spec BT %, AoEBXE

if spec.mesh is None:
# Rk RMKEMETESEK, LE gather
return 0, (dist.get_rank() == 0 if dist.is_initialized() else True), None

placements = spec.placements

# A _shard_dim i3k p.is_shard(), &N torch 2.13 F _StridedShard & &Rkt
# ‘T shard 4”4 %, mesh M gather AFE %

shard_dims = [d for d, p in enumerate(placements) if _shard_dim(p) is not None]
_assert_even_strided(spec, placements)

coord = spec.mesh.get_coordinate()
contributes = True
if coord is not None:
# 1£— Replicate E4Fr3E 0 B9 rank RTLEREIE, RAZE delta £&#F lockstep
for d, p in enumerate(placements):
if p.is_replicate() and coord[d] != 0:
contributes = False
break

if not shard_dims:
return 0, contributes, None

local_shape, global_offset = compute_local_shape_and_global_offset(spec.full_shape, spec.
mesh, list(placements))
place = BlockPlacement(tuple(local_shape), tuple(global_offset), tuple(spec.full_shape))

if len(shard_dims) ==
# ¥ Shard #: ZETFARRRESTE rank, BIARE BT
return place, contributes, spec.mesh.get_group(mesh_dim=shard_dims[0])
# % Shard 4: _shard_dims_group Z4t Shard 4. EZHM4%E,
# #% HSDP T replicate E#It A wire %5 rank 0 8 staging 24
return place, contributes, _shard_dims_group(spec.mesh, shard_dims)

TS R A

IMER review RAE wuxibin89 #) APPROVED, M4 review 183 A1EZE attack204 B9 B 1F
W, HAIMENRIERE commit message B: ec0f35b Tdrop the torchtitan delta
export test] BAFAEE “Review feedback. It needed 8 GPUs and a torchtitan install, so
no CI job could have picked it up™——8 GPU Am torchtitan {R#if# 5| 2 & S HNR TS ERAE
i CI 58, RARKRIZMNR, REEEEE placement FEH
test_sharded_delta_gather, YEE spec.py & 211 THIBEWIEH “FSDP2 + TP is a
_StridedShard, so we should modify the limitation”, BERIBfEGIE StridedShard %4/E [3E
H plockl $E4, MEFRLEREEBERR rank VB block, BIIRET shard dim() 85|
5 SOR X FFAE IS B0 R 25 B 3T



« FSDP2+TP 8y _StridedShard %35 limitation E# (design): 3l A\ _shard_dim() ¥
_StridedShard, FR® E# delta_weight_sync.md 5 torchtitan_workers.rst B % 4k
03

- 8 GPU 3|1 ZEZFHMRAMNTE/TIE (testing): MlFR torchtitan delta FHMIR, REEHEE
# placement M test_sharded_delta_gather; 3| %R EBEZRF 4L Cl HiE

« _hf_entry_row_slots & FHr L HEHIE X (question): AEBZEMIFES, TRREE; #
#iE X H dim-0 identity 89 searchsorted 3F R R E

R 5 B
o NS

1. torch fR A8 : _shard_dim() 5 _assert_even_strided() B4i& XAK#h torch 2.13 F
_StridedShard 89478 ; [E torchtitan 5312 AFEE torch=2.12 (
DataParallelMeshDims) , M1 SGLang <0.5.17 ${Z torch 2.11, {X#& SGlLang
main (torch 2.13) _EUkSK, FIJAESRAMT.

2. 51K e2e MiRBRK&: MR 8 GPU SHMRE, torchtitan 5| E M9 K S HERIZEA
Cl %, RAH placement %82 TN; PR body #FBH HSDP+EP unit-tested;
no end-to-end row’,

3. IK# L& 2 . HSDPXEP &£ torchtitan fl MoE state dict adapter &£ (to_hf()
T placement.dim RIRERLR) | BERHZASESTE dep_load MM EXEIAR

4. EZFBEBME: spec.py B derive_dtensor_placement() &
FSDP/veomni/Megatron £Z WK EH T, RREKAMERENT B (REESL
_StridedShard) , {E{FfTEVIERSH R H M delta F3k, - ®UA: Xt torchtitan 512 H
F, delta_sharded MARETHEITTH, BHm 32 FERERDPM 34 s &fEF| 3 s &
, MoE #RIM 43 s HK[&R| 8 s %&; HSDP AP EsN3k1E _get_data_parallel_mesh()
BE (WRMEST HSDP BATERATE worker MHILERR) o X necl £ERS AP,
EFSDP>1 B2 B S HH#REL LT RNTAE bug HiEE, BTEHRMERA. XEKMmE,
17 A commit ZEERT M [HE4 TP/EP] BZEFSHRIANRITES., IRERIIS5 KE
ST, AR T XIS AR, ARSHMIIZEREA delta R RHETTEAN
BRo - REEARIE: K torch 2.13 474 , 531 %K e2e MIRFKL , HSDPXEP &K% _LiF
B8 , REREHRFZER

KERPKZ

« PR #7291 [ckpt] feat: Node-local multi-sender broadcast in NCCL checkpoint engine:
B—ARERZRMAARMOEFI/E: NCCL 5| L RAEFRFELES BREN 3 2, &
PR ¥ delta #EREIZF#) 2| torchtitan 1%, BWEHZF checkpoint 5| ZE5RER P 4EM

« PR #7407 [megatron,veomni] feat: use torch.int16 for routed_experts: [EHEEE KEh
spec.py B ShardSpec / derive_dtensor_placement £BZH (veomni By
_hf_delta_entry. to_hf_chunk #£&t#HL#H]) , A& PR 89 slot table 7 £ IE ZXZIE AL HI B9
G B

« PR #7422 [rollout] fix: preserve dummy load_format in disaggregated rollout: A&
rollout BIRR EEUKERZMEE, 5 delta_sharded B SGLang receive/apply 88 (



sglang_rollout.py B _update_weights_delta_flush) E3EAE%



