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verl-project/verl
[fsdp] feat: chunked gather-logsumexp for top-K loss to avoid OOM at long context
SFBtla]: 2026-06-10 11:24

JRSCEESE: http://prhub.com.cn/verl-project/verl/pull/6593

PATHRE

« —A]iE: 43R gather-logsumexp EH K T X OOM

- WEE: TAERETCEBRIARBARBRRINGNITLE, K PREFKFER EBRT

TERBHIBERENRT, BHEESTHALRITEMHEAAR OOM [HMAER, Xt
F verl oI, BiNFFEL PR _forward_skip_Im_head, WZEA2MKR [B,T,V] KE,
HAth A TR T AR R ITARET,

Th RES EAL

7 OPD A1, FARMEAIUTEEZRNEN gather B top-K #Ifi ID faRKeg#E 1D, §
3K student_log_probs dFRBAERNBFEF, T Qwen FiEFK A/ V=152064 HER, FH
remove-padding /& N (2K token #k) #i& 60K & 96K, #3K [N, V] B bf16 KELHA
18~28 GB %, BRIESZIFH F.log_softmax(student_logits) B RSZBIMLABE A/ INYTKE,
FE/REBEANREE, EHRF H20/H200 E3ME OOM, PR body #EH: “Without this fix,
the only workarounds are: reduce context length (defeats the purpose), add nodes for

SPREAD topology (expensive, not always available), or disable colocated rollout

(reduces throughput).”

TR

1. 3 chunked_topk_log_probs E#k: fE verl/trainer/distillation/fsdp/losses.py F 52,
TSR E, B¥F logits Fo topk_ids BFA [N, V] Fa [N, K], RE# chunk_size (BRIA
4096) B N A&, E4 chunk W fp32 & logsumexp, BHi#i¥ gather FRE N
LEH logit, BE log z FEERIE dtype, K EoiH K E AT in-place I TRIE (
out[s:e] = ...) B, PyTorch autograd Z#FibiElE (CopySlices) , #E o IEfELE,

. &88& compute_forward_kl_topk: ERAB F.log_softmax + gather BREFHILEM4D Ko
Y loss_config.use_chunked_topk A True B, AH LRSI HBOTE
student_topk_log_probs, [ student topk_ids B EEEM student logits £
torch.topk (B log_softmax #iE) . BRIARZBRIFRE,

. EEIRY B & verl/workers/config/distillation.py B4 DistillationLossConfig # #3
use_chunked_topk: bool = False #2 chunked_topk_chunk_size: int = 4096, JFEF¥4F
FE U0 BA 1 RE AR,

. MBRECE: 3 tests/workers/test_chunked_topk_log probs_on_cpu.py, &4 7 AN
WA BEFME (fp32 254 . BEE GPU SME (bf16/fp16) . chunk_size



AEE, BBEEMAME. /N chunk_size. ZFHiIA. slice MEME RIIE, FrA NIRRT
RS

« verl/trainer/distillation/fsdp/losses.py (#3k ZMW#k; 25| source; R core-logic;
&5 _chunked_topk_log_probs, compute_forward_kl_topk) : 2 B X4, g
_chunked_topk_log_probs E#XFFIEEK compute_forward_kI_topk WAHSAHE AR REER,

« verl/workers/config/distillation.py (3% BE; 23| source; EA configuration; &F&
DistillationLossConfig) : ¥73¢BLE M use_chunked_topk fa chunked_topk_chunk_size
, At opt-in #=H,

- tests/workers/test_chunked_topk_log_probs_on_cpu.py (#3R Mik; 25| test; £
test-coverage; {45 _reference_topk_log _probs, test_numerical_equivalence,
test_numerical_equivalence_low_precision_on_gpu, test_chunk_size_invariance) : #T

BEONIRA M, TEEZ0RE B EEIER 08 ZIEH .

XHEMF5 . _chunked_topk_log_probs, compute_forward_kl_topk,
_reference_topk_log_probs

KR Fr B]

verl/trainer/distillation/fsdp/losses.py

BOZEE XM, #3  chunked_topk log probs &#kF(EEK compute forward kl_topk LAE
AHE 23R BRAZ

def _chunked_topk_log_probs(
logits: torch.Tensor,
topk_ids: torch.Tensor,
chunk_size: int = 4096,
) -> torch.Tensor:
"""Compute log_softmax(logits).gather(topk_ids) without materializing [B, T, V].

Uses the identity:
log_softmax(x).gather(idx) == x.gather(idx) - logsumexp(x, keepdim=True)
Streams the reduction in chunks of “chunk_size™ tokens along (B*T) with fp32
logsumexp for numerical stability.
B, T, V = logits.shape
K = topk_ids.shapel[-1]
flat_logits = logits.reshape(-1, V) # [N, V], N = B*T
flat_topk = topk_ids.reshape(-1, K) # [N, K]
N = flat_logits.shape[0]

# B ENER: FiA (24 pad B micro-batch)
if N ==
return torch.empty((B, T, K), dtype=logits.dtype, device=logits.device)

# Mo Bimd, E438i "CopySlices™ X3F autograd
out = torch.empty((N, K), dtype=logits.dtype, device=logits.device)



for s in range(0, N, chunk_size):
e = min(s + chunk_size, N)
# chunk WA fp32 &, RIEFHEME M
chunk_logits_fp32 = flat_logits[s:e].float()
log_z = torch.logsumexp(chunk_logits_fp32, dim=-1, keepdim=True) # [c, 1]
chunk_topk_logits = torch.gather(chunk_logits_fp32, dim=-1, index=flat_topk][s:e])
out[s:e] = (chunk_topk_logits - log_z).to(logits.dtype)

return out.reshape(B, T, K)

def compute_forward_kl_topk(...):

# EIRERIZ . BRIAMEA F.log_softmax; opt-in f£HQRERIZ
loss_config: DistillationLossConfig = config.distillation_loss
if loss_config.use_chunked_topk:
# log_softmax #3i8, topk(logits) == topk(log_softmax(logits))
student_topk_ids = torch.topk(student_logits, k=teacher_topk_ids.shape[-1], dim=-1).
indices
student_topk_log_probs = _chunked_topk_log_probs(
student_logits,
teacher_topk_ids,
chunk_size=loss_config.chunked_topk_chunk_size,
)
else:
student_log_probs = F.log_softmax(student_logits, dim=-1)
student_topk_ids = torch.topk(student_log_probs, k=..., dim=-1).indices
student_topk_log_probs = torch.gather(student_log_probs, dim=-1, index=teacher_topk_ids)

tests/workers/test_chunked_topk_log_probs_on_cpu.py
FIGEOMA XM, TEEE QT BB EA E EFE,

def _reference_topk_log_probs(logits, topk_ids):
# £ Ff log_softmax + gather (B patch BIBYAADE&IR)
log_probs = F.log_softmax(logits, dim=-1)
return torch.gather(log_probs, dim=-1, index=topk_ids)

@pytest.mark.parametrize("B,T,V,K,dtype,atol", [
# A B RZEIEIERM
(2, 16, 128, 4, torch.float32, 5e-6),
# AR AN Qwen V=152064, $F%F3)|
(2, 32, 152064, 8, torch.float32, 5e-6),
# ¥ K8 top-K (OPD ¥ F K=64)
(2, 32, 152064, 64, torch.float32, 5e-6),

)

def test_numerical_equivalence(B, T, V, K, dtype, atol):
"IEA BRI S5 5E LI K (fp32, CPU) "
torch.manual_seed(42)
logits = torch.randn(B, T, V, dtype=dtype)



topk_ids = torch.randint(0, V, (B, T, K))

ref = reference_topk_log_probs(logits, topk_ids)

out = _chunked_topk_log_probs(logits, topk_ids, chunk_size=4096)
max_diff = (ref - out).abs().max().item()

assert max_diff <= atol, f"max lref - outl = {max_diff:.2e}"

@pytest.mark.skipif(not torch.cuda.is_available(), reason="GPU-only")
@pytest.mark.parametrize("dtype,atol”, [

(torch.bfloat16, 5e-3),

(torch.float16, 1e-3),
1)

def test_numerical_equivalence_low_precision_on_gpu(dtype, atol):
ISR E GPU Eo3kE 5% —3% (GPU fused log_softmax REFMER fp32) """

@pytest.mark.parametrize("chunk_size", [1, 64, 256, 1024, 4096, 16384, 999999949])
def test_chunk_size_invariance(chunk_size):

"ISIEZERAMRK chunk_size IRMMMAF/RE, FTrakE) "

def test_gradient_correctness():
"ISIE D REER I E S S ERZ—3K (fp32) "™

TP XKL

. Autograd IEFM: gemini-code-assist M # 18 H torch.empty + Y1 5 RESHITEEE K.
{EfEZ I HFE H Tensor. _setitem__ ®[4#k4% (CopySlices) , @it
test_gradient_flows_through_slice_assignment #n test_gradient_correctness B, &
KRIZEMHEBF, (TXEL: gemini-code-assist, kekellllll)

« JERMEM: Luosuu IR EXR KBRS TN, FEEELERXFMMRT autograd £
IEERT%, ¥ dispatch SEBM 22 TELER] 5 17 (FHEXZE: Luosuu, kekellllll)

« MASEREETE: Luosuu R EE logits REMABRAK, 1EBMBEAR PR AERT B [B,T,V] &
EFHE A (log_softmax ZHX) , F—A (student_logits) TEEL LM-head skip
BM, FRAREIME, (8% Luosuu, kekellllll)

. Autograd IEFM: in-place ¥ B BAEE THEIFEEE R (correctness): #IA in-place BRAEAE
autograd FIE#A, MR EIIE, REAEFRE,

OEBNKEME: inline SEBET K (style): BRI review ¥BRIERE, =X 48303072,
« AALSEE: student_logits &E R KKE (design): A PR R, B4 TAEERER,

R 5 B

. NS
« OBRETE: BKT compute_forward_kl_topk——3iX & OPD Z&{8H % A W12,
BRIEREEARNTREFRXRR, B0 XBEHFEIAF bug BITTEE, FUESMMHENR
FpEERMENREEZT ZME5E, N,



- MERERILNFS: A RBEIZIER T XEREIRY 6 2 (W0 14K tokens) o EIXERIAKXIF]
FoiE R benchmark XA%, AP ABs1ELF, EERPEKLETXERMAR (5
Frfi< OOM) , wlRER MR 58RI BT A,

- EEREN: IFERAMEKIEMERS, HREXGLERS), ERFPERREFRE
XHHHEIRIRE, WAV EIET ((REERR) .

- APEgm: KETFTXGEMARF (>=64K tokens) T[#EiTiZE use_chunked_topk: true i
% OOM, [BEEZFIIMIRIRNEFHE (4 3-6 %) ; LT XHFP AR,

« ARG HRT —ANEFHEI, ERFREIFEKFINEE, ROTHZHATEN
R H o

- BIRARZmE: #7338 TR X HABL BN, B RARRK. ELEFTHER LM-head skip EHPK
BN PR BOERL L,

« REEFRIT: BAOBRTE (REITH) |, RS (opt-in EAE) |, MEREMERE

KRR EE

- PR #6638 [fsdp] feat: add Qwen3.5-4B on-policy distillation FSDP script: [E—Z&183h&E
% (on-policy distillation) , % PR &t Y ZAMRBIBA, A PRtk T AMEH KRN
BRE,



